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What our school is doing
Morang South Primary School
Our school is a committed and unified partnership of teachers, parents, carers and students. We value diversity and strive for
excellence. Parent and carer contributions to their child’s education and our school community are highly valued. Parents are
welcome in classrooms and involved in a variety of school programs. We have a strong and active School Council and Parents
and Friends Association.
We are steadfast in our determination to provide a high quality education in a cooperative, caring and safe environment.
Children are encouraged and challenged to reach their full potential. Our school values of respect, learning, trust, honesty,
tolerance, caring and cooperation are deeply embedded in our practice and Student Engagement and Well Being policy. We
have a reputation for the strategic support and the relevant programs we provide for our students and their parents. In
partnership with EPIC we provide a highly successful transition to prep program for special needs students.
Our dedicated staff are lifelong learners themselves, focussing on building their own capacity to maintain a focus on improved
learning outcomes for students. Teachers develop targeted programs to meet the needs of all children catering for diversity of
learning styles and ability.
We have a strong student leadership focus including School and House Captains, a school photographer and reporters,
Information and Communication Technology leaders, office and library monitors, a Junior School Council and a Student Voice
Team.
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is used broadly to improve student engagement and learning. A one to one
netbook program operates from grades 3 to 6 and iPads are used in prep to 2. A range of ICT resources, including interactive
TVs and digital flip cameras, are integrated into the curriculum programs with a focus on developing a meaningful digital
learning environment.
The school has attractive, up to date and well maintained grounds and extensive facilities. These ensure the safety of all
students and create an environment which caters for a range of learning opportunities and passive and active play.

Student Learning
This was the first year of our new
strategic plan. It is a focussed, strong
and detailed document which sets a
clear direction for its duration.
The professional learning and work
done by the Northern Region AIZ
project in literacy and numeracy to
improve teacher capacity and embed
effective literacy and numeracy
strategies into teaching practice has
once again been well utilised in our
school.
We collect data using a range of
assessment tools. The evidence is used
to plan, implement and monitor
precise teaching and intervention
strategies to improve the outcomes of

Student Engagement
and Wellbeing
We aim to have a high level of student
well being whereby students are
socially
responsible,
motivated,
engaged and resilient with a strong
sense of connectedness to their peers,
the school and their teachers.

Student Pathways
and Transitions
We have an extensive transition
program encompassing transition from
Kinder to Prep, from grade level to
grade level within the school and from
year 6 to year 7.

We are currently developing and
implementing rigorous teaching and
learning protocols and enquiry focused
teaching strategies.

Our aim has been to build and create a
seamless transition from Prep to Year 6
and to maintain our high quality
preschool to Prep and Year 6 to 7
transition programs. Continuing to
improve transitions for all students
into, through and beyond the school.
We have positive relationships with our
local pre-schools and secondary
schools with reciprical visits occuring
throughout the year.

Our student attendance continues to
be of concern. While truency does not

In 2013 we intend to continue to
strengthen our connections with local

We are a values based school with an
effective Student Engagement and
Well Being policy, developed in
conjunction with students, teachers
and parents.

all students.
Our focus continues to be to improve
literacy and numeracy achievement
Prep-6 and particularly in Years 3 - 6
and develop curiosity in our students.
While we have had some pleasing
improvement in student outcomes,
literacy and numeracy improvement
will continue to be our main focus.
In 2013 we will:
- maintain our high expectations for
student learning
- continue targeted professional
learning for our staff
- continue the use of online diagnostic
assessment tools to inform our
teaching and learning programs and
- continue to use the Student
Performance Analyser (SPA) program
for the analysis of student achievement
data
Our results in literacy and numeracy
are mostly similar to those of schools
with similar characteristics, with the
exception of year 5 numeracy.

appear to be an issue, some families
choose to take holidays during the
school terms. We have a number of
strategies in place to promote the
importance of
school attendance,
including the Government program “It
is not OK to be Away.” We are strongly
committed
to
continuing
and
expanding these to improve our
attendance outcomes.
Our focus in 2013 will continue to be
on monitoring attendance and
reinforcing the values to ensure the
social and emotional wellbeing of our
students.

In 2013 we will continue to have our
Numeracy leader providing numeracy
intervention
for
students
and
professional learning for teaching staff.

Visitors to our school comment on the
welcoming and warm atmosphere in
the school.
The students have
responded well to our Student
Engagement and Well Being policy.
This has been reflected anecdotally in
the school yard and in the behaviour
data collected. There has been some
improvement in the attitudes to school
survey. However, we will do further
work in 2013 to improve our students'
sense of school connectedness and
their understanding of what this
means.

We introduced a highly successful
Science program this year where our
students had a specialist Science lesson
fortnightly. In 2013 we intend to
extend this to weekly lessons and
support our focus on curiosity.

We also facilitate the provision of a
strong,
supportive and proactive
counselling service which allows our
students to have problems and
concerns addressed at their point of
need.

preschools.
Our grade level to grade level
transition program involves at least 4
sessions in term 4 where the children
'experience' life at their grade level for
the following year. They discuss
expectations and have opportunities to
ask questions.
Our Buddy program also enables the
students to get a sense of the
happenings and expectations at other
grade levels. This also prepares and
supports them in their journey from
Prep to Grade 6.
At each year level we celebrate the
associated milestones and the children
look forward each year to the new
experiences, particulalry those related
to our extensive Camping program.

Our whole school buddy system, where
the Preps have a grade 3/4 buddy and
the 1/2s have a grade 5/6 buddy has a
significant impact on the relationships
our children make with each other. It
involves students
interacting and
participating in shared activites during
the entire school year. They also
collaborate on a variety of projects,
particularly using ICT.
The Buddy
program contributes to the sense of
community in the school.
For more information regarding our school please visit our school website at
www.morangsouthps.vic.edu.au
or view our 2012 Annual Report online at www.vrqa.vic.gov.edu.au/SReg/

